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patient once moving from the horizontal position till the 26th of May,  
when he was allowed to sit up, and upon the 1st of June to go out for 
a drive, which he continued to do daily. 

INo medicine of any kind was taken during the period of recumbence, 
and the only medicament employed was a turpentine and assafcetida 
enema administered upon the 30th of April,  which brought away a very 
large number of scybala, whose collection and retention in the ~bdomen 
were causing uneasiness to the patient. 

The pain, so severe at first, and which was  dependent upon the tension 
of the aneurismal sac, subsided very rap id ly- - indeed  in a few days after 
lying horizontal. The sacrum never had the slightest blush or uneasiness 
from pressure in lying, floatation upon water entirely obviating both. 
Upon the 9th of June the patient went out of town for change of air,  
but came in again upon the 14th for examination. No bruit or dilating 
turnout could now be found--upon the most careful anscultation and 
manipula t ion--by  either Dr. Gordon or myself, and no aortic symptom 
beyond a fulness at the spot where the aneurism had existed. The 
origin of the aneurism I attribute to the intense strain put upon the coats 
of the aorta when endeavouring to push up the side of beef, the spine 
being then strongly bent backwards, and in the most favourable position 
to cause a tear of the inner and middle layers of the vessel, and I do not 
refer it  in any way to the contusions following upon the explosion of gas. 

ERUPTION AFTEP~ CANNABIS :NDICA. 

DR. HYDE, of Chicago, reports (New York ~led. Rec., May 11, 1878) 
an interesting case of universally disseminated vesicular efflorescence 
appearing the morning after an evening dose of one grain of this drug. 
The vesicles varied in size from a pin point to a small split pea. I t  was 
accompanied by a very slight itching, and by no marked dermatitis. 
The eruption subsided in a few days without bursting, leaving u light 
desquamative crust of a yellowish-red hue. 

BORACIC ACID IN $KIN DISEASES.  

NE~:~ANN (Ce~tralbl. f. Chlr., No. 8, 1878) has employed boracic acid, 
sometimes alone, sometimes in connexion with oil of cloves, in the fluid 
form and in ointments. In  pityriasis versicolor and tinea tonsurans, 
alcoholic solutions, I 0 : 3 0 0  with 2.50 ol. caryophylli, and 2 0 : 3 0 0  with 
3.0 ol. caryophylli, have been used. In  pityriasis rubra and all varieties 
of eczema the acid has been employed in the form of ointments of 
10 : 50. :Neumann considers the remedy a valuable one.--Phil. Med. 
Times. 
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the United Kingdom during the first fortnigtit~ and brought with them 
clouded skies and changeable weather. Nearly an inch of rain fell in 
Dublin during the early morning hours of the 3rd~ and from 9 30 to 
10 a.m. of the 9th rain fell in torrents, accompanied by thunder and 
lightning. In  the two weeks ending Sunday~ the 16th, no less than 
4"492 inches of rain were re~stered. After the 16th the weather under- 
went a considerable improvement~ clearer skies and a higher temperature 
taking the place of atmospherical disturbances and incessant rains. On 
the 21st a waive of heat began to pass over the country. In  England the 
rise of temperature culminated on Wednesday, the 26th~ when the ther- 
mometer in the shade rose to 91 ~ in London and to 95 ~ at Nottingham. 
In  Ireland such high temperatures were not recorded, although the 
weather was decidedly warm. In  Dublin~ where more clouded skies and 
a grateful sea-breeze tempered the heat~ the maximal shade tempera- 
tare was 73"6 ~ on the 26th. On the 23rd an extraordinary though local 
thunderstorm passed over London from S.W. At  Camden-square, ~ .W. ,  
the rainfall during the storm amounted to 3-24 inches, while little or no 
rain fell at Kensington. In  Dublin thunder was frequently heard on the 
27th and 28th~ and thunderstorms occurred on the 9th~ 15th~ and 27th. 
An occultation of the planet Mars by the moon occurred at 9 35 p.m. of 
the 3rd, but the weather was unfavourable for observing this interesting 
astronomical event. The rainfall of the six months ending June 30 
was 16"238 inches on 109 days. Of this amount nearly three-fourths 
(11"948 inches)fell  in the months of April~ May~. and June ; and con- 
siderably more than one-half (9"598 inches) in the months of May and 
J u n e .  

ERn,~rv~.--In the Abstract of Meteorological Observations for April, 1878, Vol. 
LXV. ,  page 555, the ]V[ean Amount  of Cloud should be "52"8 per cent.," not  "47"8 
per cent.," as pr in ted . - -J .  W.  M. 

ERUCTATIONS~ A SYMPTO~ OF THORACIC ANEURIS3s 

A cAsz of aneurism of the descending portion of the arch of the aorta is 
reported by Dr. Knight (.Boston Med. ~" Surg. Jour., May 9), in which 
~very distressing eructations" were a marked symptom. Eructations 
have been referred to by Atlee in the American Journal, July, 1869, 
as a valuable sign of thoracic aneurism~ the symptom being produced 
by pressure on pneumogastric fibres. In  a case Atlee reports~ in which 
this was the only symptom, and in which no diagnosis was made, a small 
aneurism was found just in the same position as that in the case above 
referred to. 
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ELECTRICAL TREATMENT OF IMPOTENCE AND SPERMATORRH(EA. 

AT the recent meeting of the American Medical Association, Dr. G. M. 
Beard, of New York, read a paper on this subject, the practical points in 
which were as follows : - - "  1. That in the electrical treatment of seminal 
emissions mild currents should be used and short applications; strong 
currents and long applications were liable to produce irritation. He 
preferred the ordinary steel sound as an electrode instead of the ~ urethral 
electrode.' 2. In  the electrical treatment of impotence a strong current 
might be used, faradic or galvanic~ but usually the faradic was prefer- 
able. In  cases of ana3sthesia of the parts, the faradic current might be 
used with the wire brush. 3. Where the impotence or spermatorrhcea 
had produced general debility, either central or general galvauisation 
might be used in connexion with local treatment. The galvanic current 
should not be used within the urethra, as it might produce too much 
chemical action. 4. The cooling catheter, the so-called Winternitz sound, 
was an excellent adjuvant and positive addition to our methods of 
treatment of these affections. I t  was an instrument so constructed that 
water could be poured into one end of a tube, and running the entire 
length of the sound, returned and was emptied at the other. He con- 
nected the catheter with a Potter's hydrostatic bag, and used water having 
a temperature of 40 ~ or 50 ~ F. The effect of the cooling application 
was to contract the urethra so that the instrument was removed with 
some difficulty. The applications could be continued from five to seven 
minutes. In  some cases he connected a similar arrangement for the 
rectum. Instead of the hydrostatic bag an ordinary Davidson's syringe 
might be used for injecting the water. 5. Dr. Beard spoke of Johnson's 
electric self-monitor. He was not able to say how much value the device 
possessed. Generally all those devices had been failures, and the fear 
was, with reference to Johnson's apparatus, that it would prove to be an 
irritant. In  brief, the monitor consisted of an electric battery and con- 
nexions so arranged that a shock was given when a ring was opened 
by the erected penis. 6. Treatment by the alternate use of hot and cold 
applications~ such as flannels wrung out of hot and cold water, to the 
perinmum and upon the back where the pain was located. 7. Internal 
treatment consisted in the use of gelsemium, bromide of camphor~ ergotin, 
and lupulin. Gelsemium alone was of more value than was usually 
supposed. A pill made up somewhat as follows might be used : - -  

O 
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I~. Gelsemium, ~ gr.; bromide of camphor~ 1~ grs. ; ergotin and lupulin am, 
gr. I-Ie sometimes used bromide of zinc and valerianate of zinc com- 

bined, ~ gr. i., given in form of pill, and gradually increasing the dose. 
8. Hygienic treatment. Dr. Beard thought that the absolute-rest treat- 
ment was sometimes carried too far in these cases, and that a little 
exercise might be beneficial. 9. Prognosis in spermatorrhcea was not so 
good as in impotence, although in the great majority of all the cases 
recovery took place." 

SPINAL RESPIRATORY CENTR]~S. 

DR. LAUTENBA_CH~ as a result of numerous experiments, concludes that 
besides the respiratory centre or eentres in the medulla oblongata, there 
exist in the spinal cord nervous mechanisms which may keep up the 
respiratory movements after the destruction of the former.--Philadelphia 
Med. Times~ May 11. 

N E W  P R E P A R A T I O N S  AND S C I E N T I F I C  I N V E N T I O N S .  

WE have received from Messrs. H. K. Edge & Co., of 34, King 
William-street, London~ E.C., a neat little medicine chest, containing 
samples of globules invented by Mons. C. Thevenot, of the Soci&d de 
Pharmacie of Paris, and lately brought to a great degree of perfection in 
this country. The principal advantages claimed for tills novel form of 
administration of drugs in the orthodox practice of medicine are as 
follows : - -1 .  The most volatile substances can be accurately dosed and 
preserved for an indefinite period. 2. The efficacy of the medicine is 
increased by its divisional action on the membrane of the stomach. 
3. The globule, unlike the pill, does not become stale~ hard~ and gritty, 
whereby particles are apt to adhere to the mucous membrane, and fatigue 
and irritate the stomach. 4. The medicament is pure and unadulterated 
by the foreign substances necessary to other modes of administration. 
5. The case being made of pure vegetable gum--not  gelatine, as in 
capsules--is perfectly soluble and digestible. 6. The medicament is 
conveyed without taste, flavour, or smell ; many medicines can be used 
in globules which their nauseous nature would make repulsive in any 
other form. 7. The doses are accurate ; the medicines are the best and 
purest. 8. The prices are within the reach of all. 

Among the samples submitted to us, and which we have tested, are 
globules of bromide of potassium, iodide of potassium~ jaborandi, sub- 
nitrate of bismuth~ carbonate of iron and rhubarb~ &c. Each globule 
contains three grains of the medicine. The chest is also furnished with 
a box of Grimault's mustard leaves, and two specimens of Kip's ingenious 
cartridges for the immediate dressing of wounds. 


